BOAT CARE/TRANSPORT GUIDE
· Your boat is only as good as its weakest component. Therefore here are some basic guidelines provided by Ted Hale Rowing (who we thank for their care and respect for rowing boats): 
* Keep your oars clean - apply Vaseline (or equivalent) on oar sleeves before you row and wipe clean after each row
* Wash your boat with soapy water, followed by clear water after each row and shammy down excess water (obviously in drought regions this is not possible)
* Clean your slides after each row with a cloth dampened with water
* Remove your riggers from your boat once a month and clean with soapy water followed by clear water
* Keep air vents clear and undo rubber bungs to allow the inside of the boat to properly ventilate and to dry between rows (any additional moisture inside your hull will add weight to your boat)
* DO NOT CARRY YOUR BOAT WITH THE HULL ON YOUR SHOULDER as a lot of damage can occur to the outside hull when carrying it in this manner
* Store your boat upside down in the shed to allow for drainage
* Ensure that all nuts and bolts are tight before each row as you do not want a rigger coming loose half way through your training piece (and definitely not in a race)
* Keep a look out for traffic on the water as people can get injured and boats can get damaged when they collide with something in the water
* Take care when getting on and off the water so as not to damage your rigging (and a decent knock on a rigger can put your rigging out)
* Carry your boat with care by placing the shoulders of the boat on your shoulders (and this includes single sculls when one person is carrying the boat)
· When transporting a boat, riggers should be carefully taken off the boat before loading on to the transport vehicle and great care should be taken as to the handling and storage of the riggers to ensure that the gate pitch and other settings are not altered and the rigger support and stays are not damaged during transport or the loading or unloading process; 
· When transporting blades and oars, care should be taken to ensure that they are not damaged by movement or in the course of loading or unloading boats and equipment; 

· When transporting a boat only 2 proper soft boat ties should be used for each boat and these must be tied firmly and securely using the locking mechanism at the end of the tie. Boats should have adequate separation to ensure that there is no rubbing on the gunnel or gunwale. 
· When storing boats on racks or stands ensure that the boat is not supported on any riggers or touching the riggers or boats on any adjacent rack and that when the rack is outside the shed, the boat is at all time tied to the rack and rack properly secured and stable.
I will ask Damian to add to the list or amend it as he sees fit as I am sure he can think of many additions and improvements to the document.  Obviously that process doesn't and will not stop once it is put on the Websites but once we have it there we can put it up at the shed and this may further the process of improving boat handling.
 

I will ask Damian to also consider whether is worth someone documenting the right way to handle boats on and off the pontoon, coaches tinnie care and any other aspect that may benefit the club(s) maintenance ambitions.

Kind Regards
Michael Sparksman
